The chief advantage of the equipment as far as we are concerned is that it produces Xrays in which fractures of the facial bones are more easily detected by our junior staff. Over the first 6 months of use, we decided to take not only the relevant zonograph but also 'conventional' views (OM 10 and OM 30) for comparison. We have detected several fractures on the zonographs which had not been visible on the conventional films and have not to date found any on the OMs which were not visible on the films produced by the Zonarc.
As shown in Fig. 2 , the pictures produced are very different from conventional views of the facial bones; the anatomy is 'opened up', which in our experience makes picking up fracture lines rather easier. However, there is no doubt that one or two of our faciomaxillary surgical colleagues prefer a more 'anatomically correct' view when they are undertaking reconstruction of badly damaged facial bones. This is of course a different problem from the one we face. We are looking for what is usually a single fracture line in a patient in whom there is a suspicion of a fracture, while in the patients who need reconstructive surgery the presence of fractures is clinically very obvious.
There is no doubt that a low radiation dosage is also advantageous, it being only onethird of that inflicted by conventional views. Indeed, this is particularly important where frequent repeats are necessary. For instance, in a complete facial series the dose of radiation to the lens itself is reduced to as little as 20% of that received using previously available techniques.
We have made most use of the instrument for diagnosing facial trauma though it has also proven useful where there are problems with regard to the upper four cervical vertebrae, particularly the odontoid peg. As shown in Fig. 3 , it gives particularly good views of the peg.
There is no doubt that at £30 000 the equipment is expensive. However, such has been its success that our local sister hospital is considering installing one for use on its elective patients. The radiology staff are rapidly trained in its use, producing good quality films, and we have certainly found it a useful addition to our diagnostic Equipment reviews 99 
